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Lessons of the South African War. 

The South African war is over ; but, judging from 
the past, the impressive lessons which it has taught 
are, we fear, in danger of soon being forgotten. They 
ought, however, to be laid seriously to heart by all 
thoughtful people. As one looks back upon the 
dark tragedy, it seems impossible that such an im- 
mense material and moral calamity could have come 
about in our time through the deliberate purposes and 
acts, or even through the blindness and carelessness, 
of men professing to be enlightened and Christian. 

The lessons taught need to be pondered not by 
Boers and Britons only, but by people of every 
country. The causes of war are much the same in 
all ages and climes, and there are now at work in 
many parts of the world elements out of which, under 
easily supposable circumstances, conflicts may come 
even surpassing in senselessness and destructiveness 
that which has desolated South Africa. 

I. 

The first, and perhaps the most important, lesson 
taught by the Boer war is that the peoples of the 
world ought to become better acquainted with each 
other. Ignorance of one another on the part of Boer 
and Briton, if not the cause of the war, was one of 
the capital conditions which made it possible. This 



ignorance was most extraordinary. It touched not 
only military matters, but nearly everything pertain- 
ing to life and character. The amount of derogation 
and falsehood which grew out of this ignorance, more 
particularly on the side of the British, could not 
easily be reckoned up. Books, magazines, newspapers, 
pulpits, club rooms, private conversation were charged 
with it. The language employed descended often to 
a vulgar billingsgate, which only the lowest employ 
one about another. The ignorance bred contempt on 
both sides, and also haughtiness and pride of self ; 
and the men of the two peoples went out to shoot 
one another with about as little esteem for each 
other's humanity as those have whose hunt is for 
tigers or wild boars. 

However unavoidable a part of this ignorance may 
have been — much of it was certainly entirely inex- 
cusable — in the case of many in both countries, on 
account of their remoteness from each other, there is 
no longer any excuse for the like ignorance on the 
part of the civilized peoples. These are all now in 
continuous daily communication with one another, 
and whoever wishes to know about the inhabitants 
of another land has at hand ample means of en- 
lightening himself. 

The distinguished Frenchman, Gaston Deschamps, 
says, at the close of an article in the June North 
American Review, that if the people of France and the 
United States knew each other better they would love 
each other more. A very simple utterance, — too 
simple, many will think, to be fine. Was it said in 
a mere commonplace way, or is it full of covert re- 
proach and delicate sarcasm? The French people 
and the people of the United States certainly do not 
know each other well. The French and the English, 
the French and the Germans, the English and the 
Russians, the Russians and the Austrians, and others, 
are all wofully ignorant of one another. 

The result of this mutual ignorance is a lot of 
standing misconceptions, prejudices, lies and abuses, 
which furnish excellent soil for wars to germinate 
and grow in, exploited as they are by designing men 
and certain unprincipled newspapers. It is high time 
that all this was remedied. It is no compliment to the 
national common sense and moral character of any 
of these countries that such a state of things is 
allowed to exist in these days of endless books, 
papers, cables, and ceaseless travel. Let this ignor- 
be removed, let peoples come to know each 



ance 



other as they really are, in the general characteristics 



